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SOIL AND ROCK CLASSIFICATION, LEGEND, AND ABBREVIATIONS
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LEGEND SUPPLEMENT

In addition to the terms and abbreviations listed on the Legend Sheet. the following will be used to further describe
rock quality on this project. Because of limited space on the logs. abbreviations are in parenthesis.

Fresh

Very Slight
(V.SLL)

Slight
(SLL)

Moderate

(MOD.)

Moderately
Severe
(MOD. SEV.)

Severe
(SEV)

Very Severe
(V.SEV)

Complete

- WEATHERING

Rock fresh, crystals bright, few joints may show slight staining. Rock rings under hammer in crystalline.

Rock generally fresh, joints stained. some Joints may show thin clay coatings if open, crystals
on a broken specimen face shine brightly. Rock rings under hammer blows if of a crystalline nature.

Rock generally fresh, joints stained and discoloration extends into rock up t0 0.025 m (1 in.). Open
Joints may contain clay. In granitoid rocks some occasional feldspar crystals are dull and discolored.

Significant portions of rock show discoloration and weathering effects. In granitoid rocks, most
feldspars are dull and discolored. some show clay. Rock has dull sound under hammer blows and
show significant loss of strength as compared with fresh rock.

All rock except quartz discolored or stained. In granitoid rocks. all feldspars dull and discolored and
a majority show kaolinization. Rock shows severe loss of strength & can be excavated with geologist’s
pick. Rock gives “clunk” sound when struck. Comparable to hard weathered rock.

All rocks except quartz discolored or stained. Rock “fabric” clear and evident but reduced in strength
to strong soil. In granitoid rocks all feldspars are kaolinized to some extent. Some fragments of
strong rock usually remain.  Comparable to soft weathered rock.

All rock except quartz discolored or stained. Rock fabric elements are discernible but the mass is
effectively reduced to soil status. with only fragments of strong rock remaining. Saprolite is an

example of rock weathered to a degree such that only minor vestiges of the original rock fabric remain.
Comparable to soil.

Rock reduced to soil. Rock fabric not discernible only in small and scattered concentrations. Quartz
may be present as dikes or stringers. Saprolite is also an example. Comparable to soil.

ROCK CONTINUITY

Sound

Slightly Fractured (SLI. FRAC.)-
Moderately Fractured (MOD. FRAC -
Extremely Fractured (EXT. FRAC.) -

Core pieces larger than 20cm.

Core pieces between 10cm and 20cm
Core pieces between 2.5cm and 10cm
Core pieces less than 2.5cm

JOINT SPACING

Average Discontinuity Spacing (ADS)

The average measured distance (in meters) between joints in the same set. Will not apply to individual joints.

JOINT THICKNESS

Average Discontinuity Thickness (ADT)
The average thickness or width of gap in the joint (in meters).




